Use of Minimum Equipments List

Difference between MMEL and MEL

· Master Minimum Equipment List (MMEL) – 

· List of equipment and instruments that may be inoperative for a make and model of aircraft (example: Robinson R22 or MD-500) 

· Developed by manufature in accordance with the FAA and kept at the FAA

· MMEL for all aircraft found in §91.205 plus what ever is in the POH

· Minimum Equipment List (MEL) –  §91.213

· An inventory of instruments and equipment that may legally be inoperative with the specific conditions under which and aircrat may be flown with such items inoperative.

· Very specific for each aircraft and “VIN” number or Serial Number and registration number

· Operators can ask the FAA for a MMEL and create your own MEL based on what you have in the helicopter

· To get an MEL you must sumbit the MMEL and a list of what is on the aircraft, along with what the maint requirements are to repair each item and what is needed and not needed for each phase of flight.

· Fleet MEL also aviable if all the aircraft have the same avionics pacagages.

· The FSDO will give you a LOA (letter of Authorization) that needs to be accompanied the MMEL, MEL, Preamble, and Operations and maintence procedures, at all times when flying the aircraft

Operations Requireing the use of MEL

· None requires an MEL but for practicality if you want to fly with an instrument that is inoperative you would get an MEL and operat from and in accordance to that MEL.

Limitations and Exceptions

· If No MEL:

· Reference: §91.205 and §91.213

· All maintenance must be approved

· If MEL:

· Are allowed to fly with inoperative items

· As long as they are determined to be non-essential for safe flight

· Limitations in POH superceed MEL

LOA (Letter of Authorization) Requirements

· LOA needed when you want to use your MEL

· Once MEL is obtained and used It becomes Manditory for that aircraft

STC – Supplimental Type Certificate

· When modifications are made to an aircraft, you must get an STC form manufacture of the modified part and have it approved by the FAA

· Field Approval

Special Flight Permit

· Example - “Ferry Permit”

· Any time you want to deviate from the FAR rules and MEL (and still be legal)

· Obtained thru your local FSDO (Flight Standards District Office)

Porcedures for Deferring Maintenance with out MEL

· Part §91.213 – Depends if item is found in §91.205 or not

· Reference §91.213(d):

(d) Except for operations conducted in accordance with paragraph (a) or (c) of this section, a person may takeoff an aircraft in operations conducted under this part with inoperative instruments and equipment without an approved Minimum Equipment List provided --

(1) The flight operation is conducted in a --

(i) Rotorcraft, nonturbine-powered airplane, glider, or lighter-than-air aircraft for which a master Minimum Equipment List has not been developed; or

(ii) Small rotorcraft, nonturbine-powered small airplane, glider, or lighter-than-air aircraft for which a Master Minimum Equipment List has been developed; and

(2) The inoperative instruments and equipment are not --

(i) Part of the VFR-day type certification instruments and equipment prescribed in the applicable airworthiness regulations under which the aircraft was type certificated;

(ii) Indicated as required on the aircraft's equipment list, or on the Kinds of Operations Equipment List for the kind of flight operation being conducted;

(iii) Required by §91.205 or any other rule of this part for the specific kind of flight operation being conducted; or

(iv) Required to be operational by an airworthiness directive; and

(3) The inoperative instruments and equipment are --

(i) Removed from the aircraft, the cockpit control placarded, and the maintenance recorded in accordance with §43.9 of this chapter; or

(ii) Deactivated and placarded "Inoperative." If deactivation of the inoperative instrument or equipment involves maintenance, it must be accomplished and recorded in accordance with part 43 of this chapter; and

(4) A determination is made by a pilot, who is certificated and appropriately rated under part 61 of this chapter, or by a person, who is certificated and appropriately rated to perform maintenance on the aircraft, that the inoperative instrument or equipment does not constitute a hazard to the aircraft.An aircraft with inoperative instruments or equipment as provided in paragraph (d) of this section is considered to be in a properly altered condition acceptable to the Administrator.
· Obtain a special flight permit which allows operators to defer repairs of non-essential equipment with in the guidelines of part 91 to be able to fly the aircraft to a certain destination

