Fundamentals of Instructing

Learning Theory

· Behaviorism – Stresses the importance of having a particular behavior reinforced by someone other than the student.

· Cognitive Theory – Focus’s on what is going on in the students mind.  Learning is a change in the way the student thinks understands, or feels.

· Combined approach – Provides a ways to measure behavioral outcomes and promote cognitive learning.

Definition of Learning – Learning is a change in behavior as a result of an experience
Characteristics of Learning

· Learning is Purposeful – Different people have different reasons of learning. 

· Difference in motivation.  

· One person may learn just enough to get by, while another may learn because he/she truly wants to learn

· Learning is Result of Experience – 

· A person’s Knowledge is a result of experience, and no two people have the identical experiences.  

· All learning is by experience, but learning takes place in different forms and in varying degrees of richness and depth.  

· Students will learn more when they are able to associate the new knowledge with past experiences.

· Learning is Multifaceted – 

· Students will learn more if they use their whole mind to learn.  

· Associations with past experiences, feelings, and emotions will take the student farther than just rote memory.  

· It means that students will learn more when they are fully engaged into the learning process, not just observing but becoming involved.  

· While learning the subject in aviation the student may learn self-reliance, and develop attitudes about aviation, weather good or bad.

· Learning is an Active Process – 

· For students to learn, they need to react and respond, perhaps outwardly, perhaps only inwardly, emotionally, or intellectually.  

· But if the learning process of changing behavior. Clearly, the process must be an active one.

· Learning Styles – 

· Some of the more common ones are: Right/Left Brain - Auditory, Visual, and Kinesthetic learning – Deep elaborative and the Shallow reiterative.  

· Deep Elaborative may go for the deeper understanding and worry about the details later, where as the Shallow reiterative will derive the deeper understanding from the smaller details.  Reflective vs. Impulsive.  Dependant vs. Independent. 

Levels of Learning – 

· Rout Learning

· Understanding

· Application

· Correlation

